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Inrernational Brotherhood of 

BOILERMAKERS IRON SHIP BUILDERS BWCKSMITHS FORGERS & HELPERS 

BRZbQET P. MARIW 2722 r m m m ~ ~ ~  o m ,  B m r ~  s~eo 
A S B I B ~ ~ ~ T  TO TUU m m A n o w  =arntwT FNRlrAX, VA 22031-4400 

D m C T O R  OF - A F F m  (703) 680-2584 FAX 
17031 588-1499 

October 2,2007 

Dear Representative: 

On behalf of the Internarional Brotherhood of Boilern~alccrs, Iron Ship Builders, 
Blacksmiths, Forgers and Helpers, I am writing to urge you to support and co-sponsor the 
"Jam.es Zadroga 911 1 Health and Compe~isaiion Act of 2007" @.R. 3543). Tlis bi-partisan bill, 
introduced by Representatives Carolyn Maloney, Jerrold Nadler, and Viro Fossella, would 
provide medical monitoring, treamlent, and compensation to emergency responders, recovery 
md clean-up workers, and others suffering serious diseases as a result of I-lazardous exposures 
resulting from the 911 1 terrorist atraclcs. 

On September 11,2001 and during the f o l l o ~ g  days and weeks, tens of tl~ousands of 
emergency workers, construcuon workers, and others nlshed to the World Trade Center (WTC) 
to assist in rescue and recovery operations. These workers and residents, and others near Ground 
Zero, were exposed to a toxic mix of dust and fumes from the collapse of the World Trade 
Center and the fires that lingered. Now many of these individuals, particularly rhe heroic 
responders who experienced the highest exposures, are suffering fiorn serious respiratory 
diseases and other health problems. 

Many of those who are sick can 110 longer work. Their workers' cornpensalion claims are 
being contested, and they have lost their health ins~u-ance. They are in dire need of medical 
treatment. 

The Maloney-Nadler-Fossella bill provides a comprehensive long-term solution to 
address the serious health problems that WTC responders and area residents are facing as a result of 
91 1 1 hazardous cxposures. 

H.R. 3543 would establish the World Trade Center Wealth Program, under the direction 
of the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) ro provide medical 
monitoring and treatment for WTC-related healtli conditions to responders and area residems. It 
would build off the existing medical programs to provide high quality care through the Clinical 
Centers of Excellence at the FDNY, the Mr. Sinai consodi~un, and the WTC Environmental 
I-Iealtl~ Cenrer ar Bellevue Hospital. Additional clinical centers would be designated, including 
those to provide monitoring and treatment for those outside the New York area Coordinating 
Centers of Excellence would be esrablislied to develop uniform treatment protocols and collect 
and mnlyze data. 

Individuals who meet t l~e eligibiliry criteria would reccive monitoring md medical treatment 
for WTC-related health conditions at no cost. 

H.R. 3543 would also reopen the Septmber 1 1tl1 Victim Compensauon Fund to provide 
cornpensauon for economic damages and loss for those who were not previously eligible or 
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became sick after the oliginal December 22,2003 deadline, with awards determined by a Special 
Master. 

The attack on the World Trade Center was not only an attack on New York, It was an 
attack on the nation. Compelled by a moral obligation, the nation acted to cornpensare and care 
for those injured in the collapse of the World Trade Center md rhe adaclc on the Pentagon and 
the s~wiving family members of those who were killed. The same moral obligation should 
compel the nation to meet the needs of 911 1 rescue, recovery, and clean-up workers and area 
residenls who became ill because of their exposure to WTC hazards. 

On behalf of our union members, I strongly Luge you to support and cosponsor H.R. 3543, 
which would provide 811 1 workers and resideits the long-term medical monitoring, treamenr, 
and compensation they need and deserve, To cosponsor tlus important legislation, please contact 
Anna Cielinslci in Rep. Maloney's office at 202-225-7944. 

Sincerely, 

Bridget P. Martin 
Director of Government Affairs 
Assistant to the International President 

1 cc: LP Newton B. Jones 


